THK LAST HALF CENTURY has seen the United States forced, politically and economically, to abandon its isolationism in world affairs. A large share of the problems of rebuilding Europe, of formulating a China policy, of preserving Korea and Vietnam, as well as of preventing nuclear disaster and total war has been thrust upon a people who had spent the greatest part of their history believing the best foreign policy was one of nonentangling alliances. With William McKinley went an era in which the American minded his own business.
A democracy which deals effectively in world affairs needs a mature population which can understand foreign affairs with tolerance and understanding. Whether it be in Saigon, Berlin, or Tel Aviv, our foreign policy can rise only as high as the American peope will let it rise.
Sociologists have concluded that it is best to understand the actions of a group in the light of their own culture and traditions. The best way to judge the actions of foreign nations is likewise in terms of their predominant cultural thought and activities. Is it possible for
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the American citizen to locate sources which reveal the current trends in foreign thought and the reaction of foreigners to the day-to-day events of our time? Is it the responsibility of college and university libraries to provide this information?
A foreigner visiting the United States wishing to become acquainted with the most recent trends in American public opinion could find it reflected in the country's daily press and "slick" magazines. But can American students find similar information on foreign countries in their college and university libraries? The present study seeks to answer this question.
A questionnaire was mailed to three hundred and fifty college and university libraries which were selected from the American Library Directory. The sample comprised every third library in the United States with a total budget of over $25,000. The questionnaire contained a list of foreign news serials which librarians were asked to check against their holdings.
The list of serials was selected from those cited in Atlas, a monthly news and literary magazine which translates editorials, short features, and news articles from foreign serials. As would be expected, the libraries with smaller budgets have fewer of these publications. Table 2 indicates the number of titles held for five different sizes of libraries.
The average holding per library was 8.4 titles. For the libraries with budgets under $100,000, foreign news coverage is very limited and in some cases non- The English and French titles alone make up almost two-thirds of the titles listed. Significantly, the number of times these titles are held makes up over 55 per cent of the total foreign serial holdings.
The "language barrier" is sometimes given as the reason for low holding in foreign news serials. The languages represented on the original list are shown as Table 4 . (Titles are counted as English when there is an available English edition.)
Yet the colleges and universities represented in this study teach foreign languages as shown in Table 5 .
Thus, although it may be a bit idealistic to reject the "language barrier" argument too readily, it should, at least in theory, not account fully for the lack of foreign serial holdings.
Any conclusions drawn from a survey of this type are, of course, limited by the fact that an arbitrary list of serials was used. It would be difficult, however, to discredit its findings entirely on that basis. One might conclude from this brief study that the American student finds it difficult to locate balanced daily foreign news coverage. It seems further that students are more likely to get foreign news coverage from countries such as Germany, France, England, and Russia, which are thought of as world powers. African countries, smaller Communist nations, as well as neutral countries receive little coverage. Since this does not appear to be due entirely to a language barrier, it is tempting to suspect that it might be attributed to a bias toward nations with power and prestige.
• •
